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"The earth is given as a 

common stock for man to labor 

and live on. The small 

landowners are the most 

precious part of a state.“ 

 
Thomas Jefferson on farming and farmers · 



 

"When tillage begins, other arts 

follow. The farmers, therefore, 

are the founders of human 

civilization.“ 

 
Daniel Webster on farming and farmers · 



 
 

"A good farmer is nothing 

more nor less than a handy 

man with a sense of humus.“ 

 
Elwyn Brooks White on farming and farmers 

 

---------------------- 

Quotations from http://quotationsbook.com 

 

http://quotationsbook.com/


In the beginning….. 





March 1964 













Can you say “Google”… 



Organic Gardening-May 1965 



1966-1977 
Let’s try it out. 



1966 



1967 





May 1968 

 



June 1968 

 



Late Summer 1968 



1969 



 



1972 







John – not afraid 
of heights. 

1975 







1977 



Advertised in Mother Earth News 
and Organic Gardening 







Mother Earth News-Sept 1976 



Advice on become more self-sufficient 



1977 



Bought farm 
but had to add 
living space 
before moving 

Judy moved to 
Terre Haute 
North as Dean 
of Students 



Roof built for 
solar collector 





15 year project 













1977-1999 



Attica 

2001-2011 Attica house 

2001-2011 













Lot of trees 

 



 



 



October 2004 

 



December 16, 2004 

 



 



 



April 10, 2005 

 



June 

 



April 

 



June 

 



July 

 



November 28, 2006 

 



November 28, 2006 

 



May 25, 2009 (Attica) 

 



June 24, 2009 (Attica) 

 



July 12, 2009 (Attica) 

 



From Attica 

 



2007 
• The challenge of Martin Hollow 

• Pasture for several decades 

• No access to good manure 

• No trees for leaves 

• Grass hay 

• Large area for green grass mulch 



 

2007-Martin Hollow Road 

 
 



 



 





 



 



Inside the deer fence-2009 





Hay for mulch-because we have it 

 



 



 



 



 



CSA Weekly share 

 



So how does he do it? 
• Organic fertilizer applied at planting 

 

• Mulch for weed control and holding 
moisture.  Also uses cover crops 

 

• Foliar feeding with fish emulsion 

 

•  Irrigate when necessary-like in 2012 



•So, do you need me to tell 

you how to build some 

great garden soil? 

•With the poor soil we now 

have, I also need help. 



May 1965 Organic Gardening 



2,810,000 results in (0.23) seconds 
 
 

 



Good example to discuss 

• New garden in 2012 

• It was the yard 

• We mulched 

• We irrigated 

 

• We DID NOT apply any amendments and 

little fertilizer.   

 



Had been a pasture and yard forever 



Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education 



 
Building Soils For Better Crops 

 
 
 

• Sustainable Soil Management 
 

• http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center 
 

•   
• third edition 
• by Fred Magdoff and Harold van Es 
• Handbook Series Book 10 
•   
• PLANT ROOTS 
• Healthy plant roots are essential for good crop yields. Roots are clearly influenced by the 

soil in which they live and are good indicators of soil quality. If the soil is compact, is low in 
nutrients or water, includes high populations of root pathogens, or has other problems, 
plants will not grow well.  

•   
•   

 

http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center


Next steps… 

• Use organic fertilizer 

• Apply necessary minerals 

• Use more mulch. Which one? 
•     (Another discussion for another day) 

 

• Repeat year after year until done.    

 



April 1983 

 





Organic Gardener's Composting 
by Steve Solomon 

• Grass clippings: 

• Along with kitchen garbage, grass 
clippings are the compostable material 
most available to the average 
homeowner.. 

• Grass clippings, especially spring grass, 
are very high in nitrogen, similar to the 
best horse or cow manure.  
 



From the ending of the May 1965 article, 

“What is good garden soil?” 

It’s Up to the Gardener 

       From this necessarily brief discussion it is 
evident that there is no one “best” soil, but 
there are a variety of soils each of which will 
produce well for you—depending on where 
you live and what you grow. 

      But is equally self-evident that the organic 
way of gardening is the best—the only way to 
garden.  


